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HAM NE_WS Winter Bu”ctin
Nov-2012-Feb 2013
th
HAM AGM -FRIDAY 30" NOVEMBER
Withington \/i”age [Hall, Herefordshire, FIR 1 3T
7.§OPm~ 8.00Pm
Followed bg a talk given 139 Fhillp Mugric!ge ARFS
8.OOPm onwards
of WILLRIDGE WILDLIFE IMAGES
On Wildlife Photography
A fascinating photographic insight into wildlife - http://www.willridgeimages.co.uk
Frcc entrg to members and non members, SO Plcase bring a guest.
Leaving [Hereford on A4103 you pass Kadwag Nurserg and then the [T C (Car showroom and garage)
on right hand side. T ake next left hand tum, signPostec{ ‘Withing’con’ & ‘Westhide’. T his is Withies Road;
the hall is on the left hand side about 300 m a]ong Withies Road; the entrance road is signposted as
‘Coppice (Close.
From Worcester, also on A‘H 03, pass Whitestone business Farl( on the le)ct, continue towards Here?orcl,
Pas’c Chapel on the rigl‘lt, rear of houses on a small estate, a lane and bunga]ows. Look for the second sign
post on the right for ‘Withington & Westhide’, and on that left hand bend turn RIGHT onto
Withies Road ~ the hall is 300m on the left.
]Fgou have any querics, then Plcase contact Jessica | amerton on | el: 01432 3418%7 or
jessicalamerton@yahoo.co.uk
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BAT BCTNEWS
New report from \/indval research programme on Wind Turbincs, Bats & Birds

Tl’xis report, Publishcc{ bg the chdish \/inclval research programme, summarizes the research from Europe
and the (1.9. that has been done so far in the field of wind turbines. T he main conclusion is that if wind
turbines are Placcd corrcctlg, with proper knowlcdgc of bird and bat behaviour, risks will be minimized. T he
full report (in English) is available to download from: www.naturvarclsvcrkct.sc/étart/@m—
Naturvardsverket/Vara-publikationer/|SPN1,/6500/978-91-620-6511-9/

5]1::6]:)'5 Wool lnsulation

We have been notified of an issue with shecp‘s wool insulation where it has been installed without
consideration for roosting bats. A\ serotine pup comP|etc|9 entanglecl in the sheep’s wool and a similar
situation with F/Dygmaeus has been rePor‘cec] where there were a number of pups found dead.

]Fgou have any Properties with this material installed, it has been suggested that commercial dust sheets are

Possiblﬂ ameans of Preventing this occurring,

Nathusius Pipistrc”c in (yreat 5ritain & ]rcland ~request for records

Jon Russ has been co”ecting records of Nathusius’ Pipistre”c (Fipistre”us nathusii) in (Great Britain and
|reland since 1997 and is current|3 in the process of analgsing this data to investigate the current status,
habitat associations, distribution and migratorg habitats of the sPccies. |n addition, these records may help
answer the qucstion of whether the spccics has been overlooked Previouslg in Great Britain and ]rcland or
is Possibly cxpancling its range. Jon is keen to base his research on the most uP~to-clatc dataset as Possiblc
and therefore if you have any records of Nathusius’ Pipistrc”e he would be cxtrcmelg keen to hear from you.
Records can be submitted either via an online recor&ing form at www.nathusius.org.uk/SubmitRecorcl.l’ltm
or via email tojonruss@riclgewayecology.co.uk. IFgou have a Iarge number of records Jon can Proviclc you
with a multi-record recorcling form.

Jon has also set up a Yahoo discussion forum for sharing information on Nathusius’ Pipfstrc”e in the (JIC
and E_uroPe. ]ggou would like tojoin, send an email to nat!’xusiufwsubscribe@yahoogrouPs.com‘ You can

also find more information about the species bg visiting www.nathusius.ore.uk

MaPPing Rcsourccs for Fartncr Bat GrouPs

We are currcntlg in the process of digitising all our bat datainto a Glé database. \We have almost
comP|etcc{ this first stage and are now looking into the exciting part of using and creating informative maps.
Using GlS allows for greater flexibility in spatial mapping and data interrogation. T his is resulting in more
information bcing gcneratcd about habitat use, distribution and the Production of Preclictive maps. Orne
outcome of this G]S Projcct is to deliver local maps and suPPor’cing resources for our partner PBat
Groups. For now BCT would like you to have a think about what your local group would find useful terms
of maPPing, maybe a map inclicating sPecies distribution for your local area, Preclictive maPPing showing the
arcas bat sPecies migl’lt occurin the future? | iat Wicks, [{ead of Biodiversit3 will be Forma”g consulting
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partner Bat Groups for theirideas on what theg would find useful in terms of maPPing for theirlocal area
before the end of the year, but she will also be available to chat about this imcorma”y at the South [” ast

COnFCFCﬂCC.

Bat HotsPots and the Big Bat Map

The Big Pat MaP is being very well used b«j members of the Public to register their bat sigl’]tings as well as
find Places near them where tl’l€3 can go to see bats. Last yearwe asked for bat groups to recommend bat
hotspots suitable for new bat sPotters to have a good chance of seeing bats, thank you to everyone who
resPonc{ecl. Tl’acre are still some blg gaps across the UK (check out the map at: www‘bigbatmal:).org) s0
Pleasc email hmcFar|anc@bats.org.u1< with your recommendations of good Places to see bats and stunning
spots to watch bats at sunrise or sunset. Flcase Providc the Following information:

] Your name, your bat group and your bat grouP’s web address

. Name of Hotspot/ location (e.g. Battersea Park)

o |nfo (e.g. head to the lake in the middle of the Park)

. Species you are M(elg to see

. Fostcode AND/ OK Grid ref

. BUT if Possible latitude and longitude, you can find this out from

wwwfind|atitudeand|ongitude.com

NP we need hotsPots which are Publica”g accessible so hotPots on Private land or for examPIe Pari(s
closed to the Public at night will not appear on the map. THANK YOU‘

Hcrcmcorc}slﬁirc Bat box checks

T he new bat box checking programme is undcrwag for this winter 2012-201% and we have started with some
excellent results. Septembcrs check took P]ace in Ast wood near Lec”:vury, where we found 11 Pipistre”e
and 5 brown Iong cared bats. Bat boxes hclP to Providc resting Places for bats all year round and can be
used as maternity sites in the summer. Theg also Provic{e us with a way of co”ecting bat records and are one
of the best ways of getting up close and Persona| with them. Feople who have not seen bats up close before
never cease to be amazed and | would higl’lb recommend attencling these checks if you are interested in bats

and don't mind c]imbing ladders. Please contact Dave Smith for details.

Fipistre”e bats in a box at Ast Wood
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HEREFORD DORMOUSE. NEWS

Dormouse tube surveys

A big thank you to all the HAM members who have hclpccl me throughout the summer with my dormouse
tube Projcct, there are too many to mention here but you know who you arel lt has involved a lot of hard
work but has been well worth it. Dormice have been found in all the sites we have survcyccl, both in the low

tubes and the ]’)igh tubes. Results to follow! Dave

OTHERMAMMAL NEWS ~ (BBC News Wales Report)

Pine marten carcass in Fowys firstin Wa]es since 1971

./' -:. J'. - = :.:;.’ / S S ‘

Fine martens are thought to exist in parts of Walcs, including Snowdonia and areas near Abcrgstwgth

A dead Pinc marten has been found in Newtown, Fowys, the first carcass rcPortcd in Walcs since 1971.
Experts say it Provides imPortant evidence that the rare Protected mammal still exists in \Wales.
T he Vincent Wildlife T rust WWT) has investigated hundreds of reports of sighting of the animal - part of

the weasel Family ~inthe last 20 years.
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T he signhcicancc of this find cannot be overstated,” said chief executive Natalie Buttriss.
"It adds to the boclg of evidence suPPor'ting the Iong—held view of mammal experts that this attractive tree-

dwe”ing animal does exist in \Wales, but in such low numbers that very few PeoP|e ever see one.”

T he carcass was found on the roadside close to the vi”age of Abcrha]cesp near Newtown bg alocal
resident. DNA analgsis carried out at the Waterford |nstitute of chl’mologg in the chub]ic of |reland
has Provic{cc{ uncquivoca| evidence that the animal was a young male Pinc marten native to the Pritish |sles.
Finc martens are about the size of a domestic cat, and in the past 20 years, the Vincent Wilc{lilce Trust has
received more than 300 credible reports of sightings of Pinc martens in Wa|es and has built up a map of

”hotspot" areas.

Until the carcass cliscoverg, the most recent unequivocal evidence was a droPPing foundin Cwm Kheidol
forestin 2007 which was Posftive|3 DINA tested. T he trust has been gathering and evaluating rePortec]
sightings of Pine martens from Eng|ancl ad Wales since the mid 1990s. [t says data analysis suggests that

Pine martens are till present in broadlﬁ the same parts as in carlier decades - including in Wales, the

(ambrian Mountains, Snowdonia and (Carmarthenshire.

T]’]C trust has said said Pine marten numbers had grown in Scotland in recent years, but t]ﬁcg had not
recovered in Walcs and EngL’and. Jt has, in recent years, organiscd numerous hunts for Pinc marten
Aroppings - using teams of volunteers, dcploged remote cameras and set up baited hair tubes.

Dcspite this, no unequivocal evidence had been found in the last five years.

Anew VWT Pine marten Project officer, based in mid Wales, will start work later this month.
The two-year Project aims to determine the status of the Pine marten in Wales and heIP deve|oP |ong~term

conservation Plans to ensure a safe future for the rare mammal.

EVENTS
Bat Box checks

5unc{ag 16thDec-  Astwood
Sunc{ag 20th Jan ~ Lea & Fagets
Sunc{ag i 7t1’z Fcb ~ Dowarc{
Sunc{ag i 7tl’1 Mar~ TBC
Sunday 21st April - Astwood

(Contact Dave Smith hcgou want to attend and for more details.
Tel- 01432 266937 Mob: 07905849842 I mail: davetreesmith@aol.com
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MAMMAL RECORDING

]Fﬂou’rc a member of both the Hcre]corclshirc Nature | rust and HAM you will have seen articles written
bg me in the Nature | rust’s Wildside magazine, main|3 introducing mgsclmc as the current Countg Mammal
Recorder, but also clrawing attention to gaps in some of the mammal distribution maps in our county. Jve
started with the Brown Hare and the Red Fox as these are easily recogniscd, and have moved on to
Hedgel’]ogs and then Stoats and \Weasels: the latter befng tricl<3 if you only catcha quick g|mese of them -
which is more than !ikeb to be the case. |n the event that you aren’t FAINT members it scems a gooc{ idea to
draw your attention to my efforts, and we will show you the initial distribution maps for the Prown [are and
the Red Fox at the AGM alongsic!e another distribution map s!’xowing an increase in the records of these

two sPccics.

1AM and the [Herefordshire Biological Records (entre (HBRC) both have electronic forms that can

be Providcd to anyone who would Prchr this form of rccorc{ing, 50 Plcasc let me know if you would like either
of these sent to you. As alast resort ] still get paper forms which arcjust as welcome. Also hcﬂou need hclp
with the 6 Figure grid reference that we require | can talk you through this, or the Records (Centre have a
very he|P1Cu| leaflet to guide you along your way. Flease iceeP alook out for any signs of mammals, dead or
alive, and if Possible take a Photograph i you’re not sure of, say, a road kill (maicing equa”3 sure you don't
cause any accidents whilst c{oing this). [ ven sPecies like mole and rabbit are very under-recorded and are

_just as welcome.

Mg details are at the end of the newsletter and HPRCs details are:-
F mail: hbrc@herefordshire.gov.uk

Aclclress: FO Box 230, Heremcorcl HR] ZZB
Tel: 01432261538

Man3 thanks
Felicity Burge

CHECKOUT OURWEDBSITE

(Check out our new websitell [t is still in the ear!3 stages, but we hope to add to it and imProve it over time.
Ang suggestions or ideas would be gratefu”g received!!
http://sites.google‘com/site/l’nerc)corc{sl‘wiremamma!s/

OTHER

Sincc Hilar5 Smith and [Tiona McGlougHin have stcPPccl down off the committee, we have oPcnings on
the committee for more members. Also Hc|cn Franks would like to stcP down as Trcasurer as of next year,
soif anyone is interested in stepping up for any committee Positions, then Picase contact Jessica | amerton

on 01432 3418%7 or icssicalamerton@qahoo.co.uk.
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Co—ordinator — Rebecca Co"ins

Tel(01989)7211150r07957 566319
F mail: enquiries@ceoltd.org.uk

Assistant (C o-ordinator/N ewsletter [ ditor
Jessica | amerton
Tel:(014%2) 341837 or 07974 4250%2

F mail: jcssicalamcrton@qahoo.co. uk

Emaﬂ: hamnewsletter@hotmail.com

Bat Suwci,g ( o-ordinator—Dave Smith
Tel (01432 2669%7) or 07905 849842
I mail: davetreesmith@aol.co.uk

County Mammal Recorder - fwclicitq Burge
Tel:(014%2) 830482

F mail: felicity.bureec@mypostoffice.co.uk

Mcmbcrship, Trcasurer—-—Helcn Franlcs
Tel(o15%1) 890265
I mail: humruffin@googlemail.com

Other C ommittee Members:

Mike Colcman
Teloi432851186
I mail: mike.coleman@bigfoot.com
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